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SERMON XXXVr.

The Marriage of Cana,

John ii. 11.

nis hegimiiu^ cf miracles did ]^^v% in Cana of Galilee^

and mar.ijeftcdforth his glory , and his difciples believed

en him.

I
Have more than once had occafion to obferve, that the

chief end St. John had in view, when he wrote his gofpel,

was to prove the divinity of Jesus Christ, [that Word,
who not only was from evcrlafting with God, but alfo was

really God blefled for evermore] againft thofe arch-heretics

Ehion and Coriuthiis^ whofe pernicious principles too many

follow in thefe laft days. For this purpofe, you may take

notice, that he is more particular than any other Evangelift^

in relating our Lord's divine difcourfes, as alfo the glorious

miracles which he wrought, not by a power derived from ano-

ther, like Mofes^ and other prophets, but from a power inhe-

rent in himfclf.

The words of the text have a reference to a notable miracle

vhich CnrasT performed, and thereby gave proof of his

eternal power and Godhead. " This beginning of miracles

did Jesus in Cana of Galilecy and manifefted forth his glory j

and his difciplcs believed on him."

'Jlic miracle here fpoken of, is that of our Lord's turning

water into wine at a marriage feaft. I defign, at prefent, by

God's help, to make fome obfervations on the circumftances

and certainty of the miracle, and then conclude with fome

praflical inftrudtions j that you, by hearing how Jesus Christ
has fhewed forlh his glory, may, by the operation of God's
Spirit upon yoi:r hearts, with the difciplcs mentioned in the

uxt, be brought Co believe on him>

Firfli
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FirJ]^ then, I would make fome obfervations on the miracJe

iilclL

Vcrfe I and 2. " And the third day there was a marriage

in Cana of Galilee ; and the mother oF Jesus was there. And
both Jesus was called, and his difciples, to the marriap-c."

By our Lord's being at a fcaft we may learn, that feaftincr

upon folemn occafions is not abfolutely unlawful : but then

we muft be exceeding careful at fuch feafons, that the occa-

fion be folemn, and that we go not for the fake of eatinn- and

drinking, but to edify one another in love, Feafling in any

other manner, I tlwnk abfolutely unlawful for the followers

of Jesus Christ : becaufe if we eat and drink out of an/

other view, it cannot be to the glory of God. The Son of

man, we know, " came eating and drinking." If a pharifee

afked him to come to his houfe, our Lord went, and fat

Hown with him. But then we find his difcourfe was always

fuch as tended to the ufe of edifying. We may then, no
iloubt, go and do likewife.

We may obferve farther, that if our Lord was prefent at a

marriage feaft, then, to deny marriage to any order of men,

is certainly a " doctrine of devils." '' Marriage (fays the

Apoilie) is honourable in all." Our Lord graced a marriape

feafl with his firft public miracle. It was an inftitution of

tjOD himfelf, even in paradife : and therefore, no doubt,

lawful for all chriftians, even for thofe who are made pcrfetSi

in. holinefs through the faith of Jesus Christ. But then,

we may learn the reafon why we have fo many unhappy mar-

riages in the world ; it is becaufe the parties concerned do not

call Jesus Christ by prayer, nor afk the advice of his true

difciples when they are about to marry : No ; Christ and

religion are the laft things that arc coniulted : and no wonder

then if matches of the devil's making (as all fuch are, which'

are contracted only on account of outward beauty, or for

iilthy lucre's fake) prove mod miferable, and grievous to be

borne.

I cannot but dwell a little on this particular, becaufe I ^rtl

perfuaded the devil cannot lay a greater fnare for young

chriftians, than to tempt them unequally to yoke themlelves

with unbelievers : as are all who are not born again of GcD.
This was the fnare wherein the fons of God were entangled

"^oi.. VL E before
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before the flood, and one great caufe why God brought that

flood upon the world. For what fays Mofes, Gen, vi. 2, 3.

*' The Tens of God (the pofterity of pious Seih) faw the

dau'^htcMs of men, (or the poiterity of wicked Cain) that they

were fair, (not that they were pious) and they took them

wives of all which they chofe :" not which God chofe for

them. What follows ? " And the Lord faid. My fpiric

fliall not always ftrivc with man, for that he alfo is flefh ;"

that is, even the few righteous fouls being now grown carnal

by tlicir ungodly marriage?, the whole world was altogether

become abominable, and had made themfelves veflels of wrath

fitted for deftrudlion. I might inftance farther, the care the

ancient patriarchs took to chufe wives for their children out

of their o\Ni-\ religious families ; and it was one great mark of

Efaus rebellion againft his father, that he took unto himfelf

wives of the daughters of the Canaanhes^ who were flrangers

to the covenant of promife made unto his fathers. But I for-

bear. Time will not permit me to enlarge here. Let it

fufHce to advife all, whenever they enter into a marriage ftate,

to imitate the people of Cana in Gal'ike^ to call Christ to

the marriage : He certainty will hear and chufe for you ; and

you will always find his choice to be the befl. He then will

direct ydu co fuch yoke- fellows as fhall be helps meet for you

in the great work of your falvatlon, and then he will alfo

enable you to ferve him without dif^radion, and caufe you

to walk, as Zad\iry and Elizabeth ^ in all his commandments
and ordinances blamelefs.

But to proceed. Who thefe perfons v/cre that called our

Lord and his difciples to the marriage, is not certain. Some
(becaufe it is faid, that the mother of Jesus was there) have

fuppofed that they were related to the Virgin, and that there-

fore our Lord and his difciples were invited on her account.

However that be, it (liould feem they were not very rich, [iot

whit had rich folks to do with a def|-;ifed Jesus of Nazarelb^
and his mean followers ?) becaufe we find they were unfur-
nifhed with a fufficient quantity of wine for a large company,
and iherefore, '< when they v/anted wine, the mother of

Jesus," having, as it fliould feem by her applying to him fo

readily on this occafion, even in his private life, fecn fome
inftunccs of his. miraculous power, '« faith unto him, They

have



' have no wine,'* She thought it fufHcient only to inform him

of the wants of the hoft, knowing that he was as ready to

give as flie to a(k. In this light the blefTed Virgin's requeft

appears to us at the tirft view ; but if we examine our Lord's

anfwer, we fhall have reafon to think there was fomething

which was not right; for Jesus faith unto her, ver. 4.

" Woman, what have I to do with thee?" Obferve, he

calls her woman, not mother; to fhew her, that though fhe

was his mother, as he was man, yet flie was his creature, as

he was God. " What have I to do with thee ?" Think
you that I mufl work miracles at your bidding ? Some have

thought that {he fpoke as though (he had an authority over

him, which was a proud motion, and our Lord therefore

checks her for it. And if Jesus Christ would not turn a

little water into wine, whilft he was here on earth, at her

command, how idolatrous is that church, and how juftly do

we feparate from her, v;hich prefcribes forms, wherein the

Virgin is defired to command her Son to have compallion

on us I

But notwithftanding the holy Virgin v/as blartieable in this

refpecSl, yet Ihe hath herein fet^ rich and poor an example

which it is your duty to follow. You that are rich, and live

in cieled houfes, learn of her to go into the cottages of the

poor
;
your Lord was not above it, and why fhould you ?

And when you do vifit them, like the virgin-mother, examine

their wants ; and when you fee they have no wine, and are

ready to perifli with hunger, (hut not up your bowels of com-

paffion, but blefs the Lord for putting it in your power to

adminifter to their ncceflities. Believe me, fuch vifits would

do you good. You would learn then to be thankful that

God has given you bread enough, and to fpare. And I am
perfuaded, every mite that you beftow on feeding the hungry

and cloathing the naked difciples of Jesus Christ, will

afford you more fatisfa6tion at the hour of death, and in the

day of judgment, than all the thoufands Squandered away in

balls and aflemblies, and fuch-like entertainments.

You that are poor in this world's goods, and thereby are

difabled from helping, yet you may learn from the Virgin, to

pray for one another. She could not turn the water into wine,

but fhe could entreat her fon to do it : and fo may you ; and

E 2 doubt
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doubt not of the Lord's hearing you ; for God has chof^ri

the poor in this world, rich in faith : and by your fervent

prayers, you may draw down many a blcfling on your poor

fellow- creatures. O that I may ever be remembered by you

before the throne of our dear Lord Jesus ! But what (hall

we fav ? Will our Lord entirely difregard this motion of

his mother ? No; though he check her with, '^ Woman,

what have I to do with thee?" yet he intimates that he

would do as flie defircd by-and-by :
" Mine hour is not yet

come." As though he had faid. The wine is almoft, but not

quite out ; when they are come to an extremity, and fenfible

of the want of my afliflance, then will I fliew forth my glory,

that they may behold it, and believe on me.

Thus, Sirs, hath our Lord been frequently pleafed to deal

with me, and, I doubt not, with many of you alfo. Often,

often when I have found his prefence as it were hidden from

my foul, and his comforts well nigh gone, I have went unto

him complaining that I had no vifit and token of his love,

as ufual. Sometimes he has feemed to turn a deaf ear to my
requefl-, and as it were faid, " W^hat have I to do with thee ?"

which has made me go forrowing all the day long ; (o foolifli

was I, and faithlefs before him : for I have always found he

loved me notwithftanding, as he did Lazarus, though he

ftayed two days after he heard he was fick. But when m^
hour of extremity has been come, and my will broken, then

hath he lifted up the light of his blefied countenance afrefti
;

he has flicvved forth his glory, and made me afhamed for dif-

believing him, who often hath turned my water into wine.

Be not then difcouraged, if the Lord does not immediately

fccm to regard the voice of your prayer, when you cry unto

him. The holy Virgin we find was not ; no, fhe was con-

vinced his time was the bcft time, and therefore, verfc 5.
** faith unto the fcrvants, (O that we could follow her ad-

vice!) vvhatfoever he faith unto you, do it."

And now, behold the hour is come, when the eternal Son
of God will fliew forth his glory. The circumftance of the

miracle is very remarkable ; ver. 6. " And there were fet fix

water-pots of water, after the manner of the purifying of the

Jms^ containing two or three firkins a-piece." The manner
of this purifying wc have an account of in the other

3 Evangeiifts,
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Evangelids, efpecially St. Mark^ who informs us, that the

pharifees, and all the Jews^ except they wafh their hands oft,

eat not ; and when they come from the market, except they

waih they eat not. This was a fuperltitious cuftom ; but,

however, we may learn from it, whenever we come in

from converfing with thofe that are v\ithout, to purify our

hearts by felf-examination and prayer ; for it is hard to go

through the world, and to be kept unfpotted from it.

Obferve further, verfe 7. " Jesus faith unto them," not

to his own difciples, but unto the fervants of the houfe, who
were flrangers to the holy Jesus, and whom the virgin had

before charged to do whalfoever he faid unto them ;
" Fill

the water-pots with water. And they filled them to the brim.

And he fiiith unto them, draw out now, and b^ar to the go-

vernor of the feaft. And they bear it." How our Lord
turned the water into wine we are not told. What have Vv'e

to do v^ith that? Why (liould we defire to be wife above

what is written ? It is fumcicnt for the manifedation of his

glorious godhead, that we are aflured he did do it. For

we are told, vq[-^q 9, 10. ^' When the ruler of the fcaft had

tafted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it

was (but the fervants that drew the water knew) the gover-

nor of the fea(l called the bridegroom, and faith unto him,

every man at the beginning doth fet forth good wine, and

when they have well drunk, that which is worfej but thoi4

haft kept the good wine until now."

To explain this pafiage, you muft obferve, it was the cuf-

fiom of the Jews^ nay even of the heathens themfelves, (to

the {hame of our chriftian baptized heathens be it fpoken) at

their public feafts to chufe a governor, who was to overfeeand

regulate the behaviour of the guefts, and to take care that all

things were carried on with decency and order. To this pcr-

fon then did the fervants bear the wine ; and we may judge

how rich it was by his commendation of it, *' Every man at

the beginning, &c." Judge ye then, whether Jesus did not

fiiew forth his glory, and whether you have not good reafon,

like the difciples here mentioned, to believe on him ?

Thus, my brethren, I have endeavoured to make fome ob-

fervations on the miracle iifelf. But alas ! this is only the

outward court thereof, the veil is yet before our eyes j tuni

E 3 that
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that afide, nn.l we Oiall fee fuch myfleries under it, as will

make our hearts to dance for joy, and fill our mouths with

praife for evermore !

But here I cannot help remarking what a fad inference

one of our mafters of //'KW, in a printed fermon, has lately

drawn from this commendation of the bridegroom. His

words arc ihcfe. " Our blefled Saviour came eating and

drinking, was prefent at weddings, and ether entertainments,

(though I hear of his being only at one ;) nay, at one of them

(which I fuppofe is that of which I am now difcourfmg)

worked a miracle to make wine, when it is plain there had

been more drank than was abfolutely neceflary for the fupport

of nature, and confequently fomething had been indulged to

pleafure and chearfulncfs."*

I am forry fuch words fhould come from the mouth and pen

of a dignified clergyman of the Church o^ England. Alas !

how is (he fallen ! or at leafl, in what danger mud her tot-

tering ark be, when fuch unhallowed hands are ftretched out

to fupport it ! Well may I bear patiently to be ftiled a blaf-

phemcr, and a fetter forth of flrange doctrines, when my dear

Lord Jesus is thus traduced ; and when thofe who pretend

to preach in his name, urge this example to patronize licen-

tioufncfs and excefs. It is true (as I obferved at the begin-

ning of this difcourfe) our blefled Saviour did come eating and

drinking-, he was prefent at a wedding, and other entertain-

ments ; nay,- at one of them worked a mjracle to make wine,

(you fee I have been making fome obfervations on it) but then

it is not plain there had been more wine drank than was ab-

folutely neceflary for the fupport of nature ; much lefs does it

appear, that fomething had been indulged to pleafure and

charfijlnefs.

The governor does indeed fay, " When men have well

drunken," but it no where appears that they were the men*

Is it to be fuppofed, that the moft holy and unfpotted Lamb
of God, who was manifcfted to deftroy the works of the de-

vil, and who, when at a Pharifee's houfe, took notice of even

the gefturcs of thofe with whom he fat at meat; is it to be

fuppofed, that our^ dear R.edeemcr, whofe condant pracftice

it was to tell people they muft deny themfelves, and take up

•* See Dr. Trop^ Armon againft being righteous over-tnucb, p. 17.

their
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their crofles dally ; who bid his difciples to take heed, left at

any time their hearts might be over-charged with furfeiting

and drunkennefs y can it be fappofed, that fuch a felf- denying

Jesus fhould now turn fix large water-pots of water into the

richeil: wine, to encourage excefs and drunkennefs in pcrfons,

who, according to this writer, had indulged to pleafure and
chearfulnefs already ? Had our Lord fat by, and feen them
indulge, without telling them of it, v/ould it not be a fin?

But to infmuate he not only did this, but alfo turned water

into wine, to increafe that indulgence ; this is making Christ
a minifter of fin indeed. What is this, but ufing him like the

Pharifces of old, who called him a glutton, and a wine»-bibber ?

Alas ! how may we expert our dear Lord's enemies will

treat him, when he is thus wounded in the houfe of his feem-

ing friends ? Sirs, if you follow fuch do6lrine as this, you

will not be righteous, but I am perfuaded you will be wicked

ovcr-?nuch.

But God forbid you fhould think our Lord behaved (o

much unlike himfelf in this matter. No, he had nobler ends

in view, when he wrought this miracle. One, the evangelift

mentions ^ the words of the text, " to fhew forth his glory,'*

or to give a proof of his eternal power and godhead.

Here feems to be an a'lufion to the appearance of God in

the tabernacle, which this fame evangel ift takes notice of in

his firft chapter, where he fays, " The Word (Jesus

Christ) was made flefh, and dwelt (or, as it is rendered in

the margin, tabernacled) amongft us." Our dear Lord,
though very God of very God, and alfo mod perfedl and

glorious in himfelf as man, was pleafed to throw a veil of flefh

over this his great glory, when he came to make his foul an

offering for fin. And that the world might know and believe

in him as the Saviour of all men, he performed many miracles,

and this in particular; for thus fpeaks the cvangclifl", " This

firfl," he
This then was the chief defign of our Lord's turning the

water into wine. But tliC.e are more which our Lord may
be fu!\Dofed to have had in view, fome of v/hich I fliall proceed

to mention.

Secondly^ he might do this to reward the heft for calling

him and his difciples to the marriage. Jesus Christ will

E 4 not
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not be behind-hand with thofe who receive him or his follow-

ers, for Ins name's fake. Thofe who thus honour him, he

will honour. A cup of cold water given in the name of a

dil'ciple, fhall in np wife lofc its reward. He will turn water

into wine. Though thofe who abound in alms-deeds, out

of a true faith in, and love for Jesus, may feem as it were

to throw their bread upon the waters, yet they fhall find it

again after many days. For they who give to the poor out

of this principle, lend unto the Lord ; and look, whatfoever

they lay out, it (hall be repaid them again. Even in this life,

God otan orders good meafure prefixed down and running

over, to be returned into his fervants bofoms. It is the fame

in fpirituals. To him that hath, and improves what he hath,

for the fake of Christ and his difciples, fliall be given, and

he fliull have abundance. Brethren, I would not boaft ;

bur, to my mafter's honour and free grace be it fpoken, 1 can

prove this to be true by happy experience. V/hen I have con-

fidcred that I am a child, and cannot fpeak, and have fecn fo

many of you come out into the wildernefs to be fed, I have

ofren faid wichin myfclf, what can I do with my little {lock

of grace and knowledge among fo great a multitude? Bur,

at my Lord's command, I have given you to eat of fuch fpi-

ritual food as I had, and before I have done fpcaking, have had

my foul richly fed with the bread which comcth down from

heaven. Thus (hall it be done to all fuch who are willing

to fpcnd and be fpent for Christ or his dilciples^ for there

is no rrfpccl of perfons with God.
7hirdly^ Our Lord's turning the water, v.'hich was poured

out fo plentifully, into wine, is a fign of the plentiful pour-

ing out of his Spirit into the hearts ot believers. The holy

Spirit is in fcripture compared unto wmc ; and therefore

the prophet calls us to buy wine as well as milk, that is, the.

fpirit of Jove, which fills and gladdens the foul as it were with

j)ew wine, The apoftle alludes to this, when he bids the

Ephcf:ans *' not to be drunk with wine, wherein is excefs,

but be filled with the Spirit." And our Lor.d Oiews us thus

much by chufing wine ; to (hew forth the flrength and re-

frcfhment of his blood, in the blefibd facrament. 1 know
thefe terms are unintelligible to natural men, they can no
more underHand me, than if I fpake to them in an unknown
tongue, for they are only to be fpiritually difcerncd. To

you
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you then that are fplritual do I fpealc, to you who arejufti-

Jied by faith, and feel the blefled Spirit of Jesus Chris r

working upon your hearts, you can judge of wliat I lay • you

have aheady (I ani pcrfuaded) been as it were filled with new
wine by the infpiration of his Holy Spirit. But alas ! you
have not yet had half your portion; thefe are only earntfts,

and in comparifon but Ihadows of good things to come ; our

Lord keeps his beft wine for you till the laft ; and thouglx

you have drank deep of it already, yet he irttencis to give you

more : He will not leave you, 'till he has filled you to the brim,

'till you are ready to cry out, Lord, ftay thine hand, thy poor

creatures can hold no more I Be not ftraitened in your own
bowels, flnce Jesus Christ is not ftraitened in his, Open
your hearts as wide as ever you will, the Spirit of the Lord
fhall fill them. Christ deals with true believers, as Eli/a/j did

with the poor woman, whofcoil increafed, to pay her hufband's

debts
J

as long as (he brought pitchers, the oil continued. It

did not ceafe till (he ce'afed bringing veilels to contain it. My
brethren, our hearts are like thofe pitchers ; open them freely

by faith, and the oil of God's free gift, the oil of gladnefs, the

love of God through Christ, fliali be continually pouring

in ; for believers are to be filled with all the fulnefs of God.
Fourthly^ Our Lord's turning water into wine, and keep-

ing the beft until laft, may fhew forth the glory of the latter

days of his marrkige feaft with his church. Great thini^s God
has done already, whereat millions of faints have rejoiced,

and do yet rejoice. Great things God is doing now, but

yet, my brethren, we (hall fee greater things than thefe. It

is meet, right, and our bounden duty, to give thanks unto Gob,
even the Father ; for many righteous men have defired to fee

the things which we fee, and have not ktn them ; and to

hear the things which we hear, and have not heard them. But

ftill there are more excellent things behind. Glorious things

are fpoken of thefe times, "when the earth fhall be filled

with the knowledo-e of the Lord, as the waters cover the

fea." There is a general expecSlation among the people of

God, when the partition-wall between ynv and Gentile fnall

be broken down, and all Ifracl be favcd. Happy thofe who
live when God does this. They (liall fee Satan^ like light-

ning, fall from heaven. They (iiall not weep, as the Jews

did at the building of the fccor.d temple. No, they fhall re-

joice
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joicc with exceeding great joy. For all the former glory of

the chriCfian church flmll be nothing in comparifon of that

glory which fliall excel. Then (hall they cry out with the

governor of the fcait, " thou haft ku'pt thy good wine until

now !"

Fifthly, and laftly, This fliews us the happinefs of that

blcflcd (late, when we (hdl ail fit together at the marriage

fupper of the Lamb, and drink of the new wine in his eternal

and glorious kingdom 1

The rewards which Jesus Christ confers on his faithful

fervants, and the comforts of his love wherewith he comforts

them, whilfl: pilgrims here on earth, are often fo exceeding

great, that was it not promifed, it were almoft prefumption

for them to hope for any reward hereafter. But, my brethren,

all the manifeftations of God that we can poffibly be favoured

with here, when compared with the glory that is to be

revealed in us, are no more than a drop of water when

compared with an unbounded ocean. Though Christ

frequently fills his faints even to the brim, yet their cor-

ruptible bodies weigh down their fouls, and caufe them to

cry, ** Who (hall deliver us from thefe bodies of death ?'*

Thefe earthly tabernacles can hold no more : But, blefTed be

God, thefe earthly tabernacles are to be difiblved ; this cor-

ruptible is to put on incorruption ; this mortal is to put on

immortality : and when God fhall caufe all his glory to pafs

before us, then fhall we cry out. Lord, thou haft kept thy

good wine until now. We have drank deeply of thy fpirit

;

we have heard glorious things fpoken of this thy city, O
God I but we now find, that not the haK, not the thoufandth

part hath been told us. O the invifible realities of the world

of faith I P2ye hath not feen, ear hath not heard, neither hath

it entered into the heart of the greateft faint to conceive hov/

Christ will ftiew forth his glory there I St. Paul, who was

carried up into the third heavens, could give us little or no

account of it. And well he might not—-for he heard and faw

fuch things as is not pofiible for a man cloathed with flefh

and blood to utter. Whilft I am thinking, and only fpeaking

of thofe things unto you, I am almoft carried beyond myfelf.

Methinks, I now receive fome little foretaftes of that nev/

wine which I hope to drink with you in the heavenly king-

dom for ever and ever.

And
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And v»?hereforc do you think I have been faying thefc things ?

Many, perhaps, may be ready to fay, To manifcft thy own
vain-::lory. But it is a fmall matter with me to be judged of

man's judgment. He that judgeth me is the Lord. He
knows that I have fpoken of his miracle, only for the fame

end for which he at firft performed it, and which I at firft pro-

pofed, that is, " to fhew forth his glory," that you alfo may
be brought to believe on him.

Did 1 come to preach myfelf, and not Christ Jesus my
Lord, I would come to you, not in this plainnefs of fpeech,

but with the enticing words of man's wifdom. Did I defire

to pieafe natural men, I need not preach here in the wilder-

nefs. I hope my heart aims at nothing elfe, than what our

Lord's great fore-runner aimed at, and which ought to be

the bufinefs of every gofpel minifler, that is, to point out to

you the God-man Christ Jesus. " Behold then (by faith

behold) the Lamb of God, who taketh away the fins of the

world." Look unto him, and be faved. You have heard

how he manifeftcd, and will yet maniiefi: his glory to true be-

lievers ; and why then, O fmners, will you not believe in

him ? I fay, O fmners, for now I have fpoken to the faints, I

have many things to fay to you. And may God give you

all an hearing ear, and an obedient heart !

The Lord Jesus who {hewed forth his glory above 1700

years ago, has made a marriage feaft, and offers to efpoufe

all fmners to himfelf, and to make them fi^fti of his flefli, and

^)one of his bone. He is willing to be united to you by one

fpirit. In every age, at fundry times, and after divers man-

ners, he hath fent forth his fervants, and they had bidden

many, but yet, my brethren, there is room. The Lord
therefore now has given a commifTion in thefe laft days to

others of his fervants, even to compel poor finners by the

cords of love to come in. For our mafter's houfe mulf and

ihall be filled. He will not (lied his precious blood in vain.

Come then, come to the marriage. Let this be the day of

your efpoufals with Jesus Christ, he is v/illing to receive

you, thourrh other lords have had dominion over you. Come
then to the marriage. Behold the oxen and fatlings are

killed, and all things are ready ; let me hear you fay^ as

Rebecca did, when they afked her, whether flic would go and

5 b^
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he a wife to Ifa.^c ; O let me hear you fay, we will come,

l.ideed you will not repent it. The Lord (hall turn your

water into wine. He fliall fill your fouls with marrow and

fatncfs, and caufe you to praife him with joyful lips.

Do not lay, you are miferable, and poor, and blind, and

naked, and therefore afhamed to come, for it is to fuch that

this invitation is now fent. The polite, the rich, the bufy,

felf-ri'^hteous Pharifees of this generation have been bidden

already, but they have rejc61:ed the counfel of God againft

thcu^felves. They are too deeply engaged in going, one to

his country houfe, another to his merchandize. They are fo

deeply wedded to the pomps and vanities of this wicked world,

that thjy, as it were with one confent, have made excufe. And

though they have been often called in their own fynagogues,

yet all the return they make, is to thruft us out, and thereby

in eltect fay, they will noi come. But God forbid, my bre-

thren, that you ihould learn of them ; no, llnce our Lord
condefccnds to call firfl-, (becaufe if left to yourfelves you

would never call after him) let me befeech you to anfwer him,

as he anfwered for you, when called upon by infinite offended

juftice to die for your fins, *' Lo ! 1 come to do thy will, O
God !" What if you are miferable, and poor, and blind, and

naked, that is no excufe ; faith is the only wedding garment

which CHRis;r requires ; he does not call you becaufe you
already are, but becaufe he intends to make you faints. It

pitiss him to fee you naked. He wants to cover you with his

rightcoufnefs. In fhort, he defires to fhew forth his glory,

that is, his free love through your faith in him. Not but

that he will be glorified, v/hether you believe in him or not

;

for the infinitely free love of Jesus Christ will be ever the

fame, whether you believe it, and fo receive it, or the con-
trary. But our Lord will not always fend out his fervants in

vain, to call you ; the time will come when he will fay. None
of thofe which were bidden, and would not come, fhall tafte

of my fupper. Our Lord is a God of juftice, as well as of
love ; and if finners will not take hold of his golden fceptrc,

verily he will bruife them with his iron rod. It is for your
fakes, O finners, and not his own, that he thus condefcends
to invite you : fufil-r him then to fhew forth his glory, even
the glory of the exceeding riches of his free grace, by believ-

ing
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ing on him, " For we are faved by grace through faith." It

was grace, free grac^, that moved the f^uher fo to love

the world, as to " give his only begotten Son, that whofo-
ever believeth in him (liould not perilh, but have evcfilafting;

life!" It v;'as grace, that made the Son to come down and
die. It was grace, free grace, that moved the Holy G'noft

to undertake to fan^tify the eledl people of God : and it was
grace, free grace, that moved our Lord Je^us Christ to

lend forth his miniiters to call poor finncrs this day. Let me
not then, my brethren, go without my errand. Why Will

you not believe in him ? Will the devil do fuch great and
good things for you as Christ will ? No indeed, he will not.

Perhaps, he may give you to drink at firfi: of a little brutifh

pleafure ; but what will he give you to drink at lall ? a cup
of fury and of trembling

i a never-dying worm, a felf-con-

demning confcience, and the bitter pains of eternal death.

But as for the fervants of Jesus Christ, it is not fo with

them. No, he keeps his befl wine till the laft. And thouf^h

he may caufe you to drink of the brook in the way to heaven,

and ofthecupof afflidion, yet he fweetens it with a fenfe

of his goodnefs, and makes it pleafant drink, fuch as their

fouls do love. I appeal to the experience of any faint here

prefent, (as I doubt not but there are many fuch in this field)

whether Christ has not proved faithful, ever fince you have
been efpoufed to him ? Has he not fiiewed forth his '^loiy,

ever fmce you have believed on him ?

And now, fmners, what have you to object ? I fee you
are all filent, and well you may. For if you will not be

drawn by the cords of infinite and everlafting love, what will

draw you ? I could urge many terrors of the Lord to per-

fuade you ; but if the love of Jesus Christ will not con-
ftrain you, your cafe is defperate. Remember then this day

1 have invited all, even the worft of finners, to be married to

the Lord Jesus. If you perifh, remember you do not pcrifli

for lack of invitation. You yourfelves (hall (tand forth at the

laft day, and I here give you a fummons to meet me at the

judgment feat of Christ, and to clear both my mafter and
me. Would weeping, would tears prevail on you, I could

vvifh my head were waters, and my eyes fountains of tears,

that I miffht weep out every argument, and melt you into

love.
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Jove. Would an}' thing I could do or fuffer, influence your

hearts. I think I could bear to pluck out my eyes, or even

to hv down my life for your fakes. Or was I fure to prevail

on v<;u bv importunity, I could continue my difcourfe till

midnight, I would wr^ftie with you even till the morning

watch, as Jacob did with the angel, and would not go away

till I had overcome. But fuch power belongeth only unto

the Lord, I can only invite ; it is He only can work in you

both to will and to do after his good pleafure ; it is his pro-

perty to take away the heart of ftone, and give you a heart

of flcfh ; it is his fpirit that muft convince you of unbelief,

snd of the everlafling righteoufnefs of his dear Son ; it is He
alone mud: give faith to apply his righteoufnefs to your hearts;

it is He alone can give you a wedding garment, and bring

you to fit down and drink new wine in his kingdom. As
to fpirituals we are quite dead, and have no more power to

turn to God of ourfelves, than Lazarus had to raife himfelf^

after he had lain flinking in the grave four days. If thou

canft go, O man, and breathe upon all the dry bones that

lye in the graves, and bid them live ; if thou canft take thy

mantle and divide yonder river, as Elijah did the river Jordan ;

then will we believe thou haft a power to turn to God of thy-

felf: But as thou muft defpalr of the one, fo thou muft de-

fpair of the other, without Christ's quickening grace; in

him is thy only help ; fly to him then by faith ; fay unto

him, as the poor leper did, " Lord, if thou wnlt," thou

canft make me v^'illino- ; and he will ftretch forth the ricrht-

hand of his power to aflift and relieve you : He will fwectly

guide you by his wifdom on earth, and afterwards take you

Lp to partake of his glory in heaven.

To his mercy therefore, and Almighty prote£!ion, do I ear-

neftly, humbly, andmoft afi'c^iionately commit you : the

Lord blcfs you and keep you ; the Lord lii't up the

light of his blcffed countenance upon ycu, and give you
all peace and joy in believing, now and for evermore 1

SERMON


